
SPANISH 
PRESENT TENSE GUIDE
CONJUGATIONS & USES



Identify the infinitive form. Remove the infinitive ending. Add the corresponding ending.

Note: Stem-changing verbs follow this pattern, but have minor spelling changes.

Hablar
Beber
Vivir

Habl-
Beb-
Vivi-

Yo hablo español. 
Nosotros bebemos café.

Nosotros vivimos aquí.

HOW TO FORM THE PRESENT TENSE IN SPANISH
STEP 3STEP 1 STEP 2



Person AR Verbs -ER Verbs -IR Verbs

Yo Hablo Bebo Vivo

Tú Hablas Bebes Vives

Él / Ella / Usted Habla Bebe Vive

Nosotros Hablamos Bebemos Vivimos

Vosotros Habláis Bebéis Vivís

Ellos / Ellas / Ustedes Hablan Beben Viven

PRESENT TENSE SPANISH CONJUGATIONS
Spanish present tense conjugation examples using hablar, beber, and vivir.



Note: The conjugated forms with stem changes, when highlighted, create a shape resembling a boot.

Stem-changing verbs have minor vocalic spelling
changes. 
As a result, they're not irregular verbs. 
In the present indicative, 'nosotros' and 'vosotros'
are not affected. 
Stem-changing verbs use the same endings as
regular verbs. 
Common vocalic changes are E to I, E to IE, O to UE.
They're informally boot verbs. 

Yo pido

Tú pides

Él /Ella pide Ellos /Uds piden

Nosotros pedimos

Vosotros pedís

WHAT ARE STEM-CHANGING VERBS IN SPANISH
KEY POINTS



Dar
Estar

Ir
Soy

Yo doy
Yo estoy

Yo voy
Yo soy

Ending 'go'
Caer 

Decir

Hacer

Oír

Poner 

Salir

Tener

Venir

Yo caigo

Yo digo

Yo hago

Yo oigo

Yo pongo

Yo salgo

Yo tengo

Yo vengo

Ending 'oy'

Unique patterns for 'yo'

Haber
Saber

Ver

Yo he
Yo sé

Yo veo

Most irregular verbs change significantly with
'yo'.
'Ir', 'haber' and 'ser' are irregular for other
subjects too. 
'Estar' uses accented endings.
'Decir', 'tener', 'oír' and 'venir' are stem-
changing.
The remaining verbs are regular for other
subjects. 

Notes:

SPANISH IRREGULAR VERBS IN PRESENT



 No changes.  Minor spelling-changes + regular endings. Changes in endings & roots.  

Ser
Tener
Saber

Ver
Hacer

Ir

Hablo
Hablas
Habla

Hablamos
Habláis
Hablan

Pido
Pides
Pide

Pedimos
Pedís
Piden

Duermo
Duermes
Duerme

Dormimos
Dormís

Duermen

Soy
Tengo

Sé
Veo

Hago
Voy

Note: 'Haber', 'ser', and 'ir' are completely irregular.

VERBS IN PRESENT TENSE IN SPANISH
IRREGULARREGULAR VERBS STEM-CHANGING



Person
Regular Verb

(Hablar)
Irregular Verb

(Hacer)
Stem-Changing Verb

(Vestir)

Yo Hablo Hago Visto

Tú Hablas Haces Vistes

Él / Ella / Usted Habla Hace Viste

Nosotros Hablamos Hacemos Vestimos

Vosotros Habláis Hacéis Vestís

Ellos / Ellas / Ustedes Hablan Hacen Visten

REGULAR, IRREGULAR & STEM-CHANGING VERBS



RELATED GUIDES & RESOURCES TO CHECK OUT

LINK TO THIS GUIDE
Present Tense Spanish 101: Charts, Uses & Conjugation Tips

Learning Spanish: Get My Free Spanish Learning Kit!
Click here to join the Tell Me In Spanish and get your copy of the kit now.

The 14 Spanish Tenses You Need to Know!

Watch My Lessons on YouTube!          Spanish Immersion YouTube

https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/grammar/present-tense/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/cs-kit/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/spanish-tenses/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh18KWryKSy8HuHMesb8Jow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh18KWryKSy8HuHMesb8Jow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYI-MXPpM7oD8SDCZJ3kkw

