
AY, AHÍ, HAY: 
HOW TO USE EACH CORRECTLY



Adverb of place.
AHÍ

La leche está ahí.
The milk is there.

Existence or impersonal obligation.
HAY

Ya no hay leche. 
There is no milk anymore. 

Interjection. Conveys emotions.
AY

¡Ay! Hay un gato ahí. 
Oh! There is a cat there.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AHÍ, AY & HAY



La chava que está allí es Lorena. 
The girl that is over there is Lorena.

ALLÍ
Far from the listener and speaker.

AHÍ OR ALLÍ: THERE IN SPANISH
AHÍ

 Relatively close to the speaker .

¿Estás en la casa? Ahí te veo. 
Are you home? See you there.



Creo que hay un ratón.
I think there’s a mouse.

Hay que invitar a Ben.
Let’s invite Ben. 

USING HAY IN SPANISH

It expresses the existence of
something. 
It has a single form for singular and
plural nouns. 
It means ‘there is’ or ‘there are’. 
Hay que conveys impersonal obligation. 

KEY POINTS



Watch My Lessons on YouTube!          Spanish Immersion YouTube

RELATED GUIDES & RESOURCES TO CHECK OUT

LINK TO THIS GUIDE
Ay, Ahí, Hay: What’s the Difference 

Learning Spanish: Get My Free Spanish Learning Kit!
Click here to join the Tell Me In Spanish and get your copy of the kit now.

An Easy Guide to Using Hay in Spanish

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh18KWryKSy8HuHMesb8Jow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh18KWryKSy8HuHMesb8Jow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYI-MXPpM7oD8SDCZJ3kkw
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/vocab/difference-between-hay-ahi-ay-and-alli/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/vocab/difference-between-hay-ahi-ay-and-alli/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/cs-kit/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/grammar/hay-in-spanish/

