
EL VS ÉL: 
KEY DIFFERENCES IN

SPANISH



 Él es Luis y el paquete es para él.
He’s Luis and the package is for him.

ÉL
Pronoun for the third person singular.

EL WITH OR WITHOUT AN ACCENT

 El lunes llega el teléfono que compré. 
The phone I bought arrives on Monday.

EL
Definite article for singular masculine nouns.



WHEN TO USE EL IN SPANISH
KEY POINTS

It’s a definite article and means ‘the’. 
El goes before singular masculine
nouns.
It’s used before days of the week,
such as el lunes. 
If combined with ‘a’ and ‘de’ it
contracts to al or del.

El perro que está en el patio es mío. 
The dog that is in the yard is mine.

A mí me gusta el rojo. 
I like the red one. 



WHEN TO USE ÉL IN SPANISH
KEY POINTS

It’s a pronoun for the third person singular. 
It replaces a noun. 
As a subject pronoun, él substitutes the
subject of the action. 
As a prepositional pronoun, it comes after
Spanish prepositions. 

Él está bien. Se mudó a Japón. 
He is fine. He moved to Japan. 

El juguete es de él. 
The toy is his.



RELATED GUIDES & RESOURCES TO CHECK OUT

LINK TO THIS GUIDE
El vs Él: Key Differences in Spanish

Learning Spanish: Get My Free Spanish Learning Kit!
Click here to join the Tell Me In Spanish and get your copy of the kit now.

Si vs Sí: Differences Simplified & Key Uses

Watch My Lessons on YouTube!          Spanish Immersion YouTube

https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/grammar/el-vs-el/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/cs-kit/
https://www.tellmeinspanish.com/grammar/si-vs-si-in-spanish/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh18KWryKSy8HuHMesb8Jow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh18KWryKSy8HuHMesb8Jow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFYI-MXPpM7oD8SDCZJ3kkw

